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Statistics and Worship Attendance Last Week
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Galatians 5:16-24

Let Go of Greed and Follow the Holy Spirit

We, as God's greatest masterpieces, can become broken. Even a masterpiece can suffer damage. Breakdown
occurs when unfitting things enter, causing pollution and ruin. That very thing is greed. When worldly greed
enters us, it leads to sin, breaks the image of God, and damages the masterpiece. Therefore, as stated in
Galatians 5:16 today, to avoid gratifying the desires of the flesh, we must reject greed and overcome it. How,
then, should we live?

1. We must know that greed is the root of all sin. It is written, “Then, after desire has conceived, it gives birth to
sin; and sin, when it is full-grown, gives birth to death” (James 1:15). This death refers to etemal death, not
physical death. We must recognize that most sins begin with greed. Satan was originally created as an angel
with great power. However, Satan harbor greed: “l will raise myself above the heavens.” Trying to exalt himself
like God is what turned him into the devil. Satan became the devil because of greed. The Gospel of John also
states, “You belong to your father, the devil, and you want to carry out your father’s desires” (John 8:44). God
did not create us to live according to greed, but according to His will. Looking back at the origin of human sin, it
also stems from greed.

2. We must know that greed causes strife. It is written, “A greedy man stirs up dissension, but he who trusts in
the LORD will prosper.” (Proverbs 28:25). It comes down to one of two choices: living by greed or living by
trusting God. A greedy person continuously causes conflict; greed is ultimately the root cause of many disputes.

When strife escalates, it even leads to murder. In Greek, the word for 'covetousness' is pleonexia (theovet (),

which means "to grasp for more." Instead of being grateful and content with what God has given,
covetousness means longing for and clutching at what belongs to others. This causes fights even when the
other party remains quiet. When such greed enters a nation's leader, even graver problems arise. Hitler, driven
by greed, attacked Russia, failed, and ultimately died while destroying his own country. In trying to swallow
another nation, he brought about his own death and ruin his country

3. We must live discovering true ourselves, It is written, “Those who belong to Christ Jesus have crucified the
sinful nature with its passions and desires” (Galatians 5:24). The cross is a place for nailing down and putting to
death. What must we put to death? We must nail our passions and desires to the cross. Who are the people of
Christ Jesus? They are those who strive to resemble Jesus. The One we ought to resemble is Jesus. The people
of Jesus Christ are those who constantly look to Him and strive to think, speak, and act like Him. Anything that
does not resemble Jesus must be removed and put to death. Nail your passions and greed to the cross. Jesus
has already laid down His very life on the cross for us. Since Jesus gave His life for us, is there anything we
cannot surrender? Furthermore, because these desires lead us to destruction and ruin, we must nail all greed
and covetousness to the cross. God loves us just as we are. He does not love or value us because of what we
have achieved; He desires for us to come to Him just as we are, even as a sinner.

4. We must live by the Spirit. “So | say, live by the Spirit, and you will not gratify the desires of the sinful nature”
(Galatians 5:16). Here lies the answer. If you try to chase away or flee from physical greed, it keeps pursuing
you. Just when you think it is gone, it returns. Yet, the way to overcome it is remarkably simple: “Live by the
Spirit, and you will not gratify the desires of the sinful nature.” If we diligently follow the Holy Spirit, worldly
greed cannot keep up with us. Rather than constantly trying to empty greed out of your heart, fill it up with the
Holy Spirit instead. Then physical greed will vanish completely, because there will be no room left for it to take
root—the Holy Spirit fills it all. Since the desires of the flesh conflict with the Spirit, and the desires of the Spirit
conflict with the flesh, the Spirit drives out the flesh and repels all greed. Therefore, we simply need to live
diligently according to the will and desires of the Holy Spirit.

To do so, we must discern the will of the Holy Spirit and listen attentively to His voice. The Holy Spirit speaks to
us through the Scriptures and through sermons. We must pray: “God, please open my ears. Help me hear Your
voice when | listen to Your word.” If we keep our ears open to the world and follow its sounds, the voice of the
Holy Spirit becomes hard to hear and drifts further away. Conversely, if you close your ears to the voices of the
world and instead immerse yourself in Scripture, prayer, and listening to God's Word, the voice of the Holy Spirit
draws near and becomes clearer and more frequent. Obedience to God's Word is crucial in this process;
persistent disobedience causes God'’s voice to fade and drift further away. However, when we faithfully obey

God's Word, the voice of the Holy Spirit begins to make itself heard more often and more cleartegJ o)) 215t UAF
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